
COVID-19 
Information and Updates



On March 9, the Chief Medical Officer of Health (CMOH) announced that the majority of COVID-
19 public health and safety measures will be lifted in response to the evolving health 
environment in Ontario.  
 
The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) continues to work closely with, and take our 
direction from the CMOH, Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) and the Ministry of 
Education on all matters related to COVID-19. SCDSB staff have received and reviewed 
updated direction from the Ministry of Education regarding COVID-19 health and safety 
protocols in schools and have consulted with the SMDHU on this direction. 
 
Effective March 21, the following changes will take effect: 
 
Masks 

• Students from Kindergarten to Grade 12, staff and visitors will no longer be required to 
wear masks in schools, school board offices and on student transportation. 

• SCDSB schools will continue to be mask-friendly environments. Masks will remain 
available to students and staff who choose to continue to wear them while in schools. 

• Please encourage your child(ren) to be respectful and understanding of everyone’s 
choice with respect to masking so that SCDSB schools remain the safe, inclusive and 
welcoming teaching and learning environments they are meant to be for all.  

 
Cohorting and physical distancing 

• Cohorting and physical distancing measures will be lifted in schools. Students will be 
permitted to play and learn together across cohorts, classes and grades, both indoors 
and outdoors and during lunch and recess. 

• Assigned seats and cohorting will no longer be required on student transportation. 
 
Field trips 

• School staff may resume planning day field trips. Overnight field trips will not be 
permitted for the balance of the 2021-22 school year.  

 
Proms, graduation ceremonies and assemblies 

• Limitations on in-person gatherings and assemblies will also be removed; therefore, 
schools can plan and host in-person events. 

 
Cafeterias  

• Cohorting and physical distancing measures will be lifted in cafeterias. 
 
Visitors 

• Visitors will be permitted into schools after hours for such things as meetings with staff or 
to attend a sporting event or presentation.  

 
Community use of schools 

• Community use of schools will resume in some schools. Please refer to the Community 
Use page on the SCDSB website for the most up-to-date information.  

 
 
 
 
 



Health and safety protocols 
The following are current health and safety protocols that will remain in place in SCDSB schools 
and facilities: 

• COVID-19 self-assessment screening daily by both students and staff. Please note, the 
screening tool has been updated and is available on the Government of Ontario website. 

• Enhanced cleaning and disinfecting at least twice daily of frequently touched surfaces 
and shared resources. 

• Promotion of and training on proper hand hygiene including instruction on hand washing, 
sanitizing and respiratory etiquette. Hand sanitizer will be provided in each classroom for 
student and staff use.  

• Standalone high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filter units will remain in place in all 
learning spaces without mechanical ventilation. HEPA filter units will also remain in place 
in all Kindergarten classrooms. 

• Rapid antigen test (RAT) kits will continue to be available to symptomatic students and 
staff.  

 
Updated self-isolation requirements 
The self-isolation requirements have changed. Students should follow the screening tool 
instructions for self-isolation. A summary of the changes are as follows: 
 

Household members self-isolation requirements 
• COVID-19 positive cases/individuals with COVID-19 symptoms should isolate away from 

household members where possible to avoid ongoing exposure. 
• Household members of the COVID-19 positive case/individual with COVID-19 symptoms 

should generally self-isolate while the individual with COVID-19 symptoms is isolating 
with the following exceptions: 

• household members who are 18 years of age and older and have already 
received their booster dose are not required to self-isolate;  

• household members who are under 18 years of age and are considered fully 
vaccinated are not required to self-isolate; and,  

• household members who have previously tested positive for COVID-19 in the 
last 90 days (based on positive RAT or molecular test results), are not required 
to self-isolate and can attend high-risk settings, as long as they are currently 
asymptomatic. 

• If self-isolation is complete after five days, or if self-isolation is not required, for a total of 
10 days after the last exposure to the COVID-19 case, ALL household members 
must:  

• self-monitor for symptoms and self-isolate if they develop any symptoms of 
COVID-19; 

• continue to wear a well-fitted mask in all public settings; and,  
• maintain masking as much as possible in public settings. Reasonable exceptions 

would include removal for essential activities like eating (e.g. when eating in 
shared space at school/work and maintaining as much distancing as possible).  

 
International travel 
If you are planning to travel, please be aware of the current federal travel requirements. Upon 
return from international travel, students and staff will be required to wear a mask for 14 days 
while in schools, school board offices, on student transportation and when in public spaces.  
 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/exemptions

