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January 13, 2022 
 
Dear SCDSB Families,  
 
On January 12, the Ministry of Education announced that all schools in Ontario will be permitted 
to reopen for in-person learning. Therefore, SCDSB students will resume in-person learning 
on Monday, January 17, 2022.  
 
Students currently enrolled in the Learn@Home program will continue to attend class virtually. 
 
We continue to work closely with and take our direction from the authorities at the Simcoe 
Muskoka District Health Unit and Ministry of Education to ensure the updated health and safety 
measures announced by the Ontario Chief Medical Officer of Health (OCMOH) are implemented 
to support the return to in-person learning.  
 
Updated Daily COVID-19 Self-screening Tool 
As a reminder, families are asked to ensure that their child(ren) complete and pass the COVID-
19 self-screening tool daily, prior to attending school. Based on the recommendation of the 
OCMOH, the daily COVID-19 self-screening tool has been updated and includes a more 
sensitive COVID-19 symptom list as well as the requirement for anyone with symptoms of 
COVID-19 to self-isolate and stay home, regardless of vaccination status. Families will receive 
daily reminders to complete the COVID-19 self-screening tool with their child(ren) and students 
will be asked, upon arrival at school, to confirm that it has been completed. 
 
Rapid Antigen Tests 
Based on our current supply, all in-person students, school staff and bus drivers will be provided 
with two rapid antigen tests to be used when individuals are symptomatic. Rapid antigen tests 
will be sent home with students. Further information regarding the use of the tests will be 
provided.  
 
Staffing 
As we return to in-person learning, we are anticipating the potential for higher-than-normal 
levels of staff absenteeism, as staff comply with the updated screening and isolation guidance 
issued by the OCMOH. Although we are making every effort to mitigate the impact on schools 
and are putting supports in place, there could be circumstances where staff absenteeism results 
in the need for temporary school closures. Should the need arise to temporarily close a school, 
parents/guardians will be notified by email. Closures will also be posted on the SCDSB website 
and social media channels. Please ensure that your child(ren)’s school has your correct 
email address on file and check your email messages regularly for closure information.  
 
The Simcoe County Student Transportation Consortium (SCSTC) has informed us of the 
potential for transportation delays or bus route cancellations due to driver absenteeism, as their 
drivers are also required to comply with the updated screening and isolation guidance. The 
SCSTC will post delays and bus route cancellations on their website. You are encouraged to 
check the SCSTC website regularly or sign up to receive email notifications from the SCSTC 
here.  
 
For ongoing information and updates follow us on social media (Twitter - @SCDSB_Schools, 
Facebook – www.facebook.com/scdsb). 

http://www.scdsb.on.ca/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid-19.ontario.ca%2Fschool-screening%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmslademorrison%40scdsb.on.ca%7C115f1376cdb7487eefc408d9cc86702f%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C637765700038934322%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=bmXgInKxXqSoN6Wb%2FnLxtq5WGlIN9uXwa2mUISe9mCc%3D&reserved=0
https://scstc.ca/Alerts
https://scstc.ca/Login?ReturnUrl=%2FSubscriptions%2FChildTransportInfo
https://twitter.com/SCDSB_schools
http://www.facebook.com/scdsb

